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Updated Consensus Statement on Catheter and Surgical AF Ablation Announced

An update has been published regarding the Consensus Statement on Catheter and Surgical AF Ablation. In 2007, an initial Consensus
Statement on Catheter and Surgical AF Ablation was developed as a joint effort of the Heart Rhythm Society, the European Heart Rhythm
Association, and the European Cardiac Arrhythmia Society. The 2007 document was also developed in collaboration with the Society of Thoracic
Surgeons and the American College of Cardiology. Since the publication of the 2007 document, there has been much learned about AF ablation,
and the indications for these procedures have changed. Therefore the purpose of this 2012 Consensus Statement is to provide a state-of-the-art
review of the field of catheter and surgical ablation of AF and to report the findings of a Task Force, convened by the Heart Rhythm Society, the
European Heart Rhythm Association, and the European Cardiac Arrhythmia Society and charged with defining the indications, techniques, and
outcomes of this procedure. Included within this document are recommendations pertinent to the design of clinical trials in the field of AF
ablation, including definitions relevant to this topic.

The statement, which can be downloaded from the website of the European Society of Cardiology (ESC) at www.escardio.org, summarises the
opinion of the Task Force members based on an extensive literature review as well as their own experience. It is directed to all health care
professionals who are involved in the care of patients with AF, particularly those who are undergoing, or are being considered for, catheter or
surgical ablation procedures for AF. The statement is not intended to recommend or promote catheter ablation of AF. Rather the ultimate
judgment regarding care of a particular patient must be made by the healthcare provider and patient in light of all the circumstances presented by
that patient.

The main objective of this document is to improve patient care by providing a foundation of knowledge for those involved with catheter ablation of
AF. It is recognised that this field continues to evolve rapidly. As this document was prepared, further clinical trials of catheter and surgical
ablation of AF are underway.
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