
Norman S. Wright Named President and CEO of Noorda College of Osteopathic Medicine

The Noorda College of Osteopathic Medicine (Noorda-COM) Board of Trustees has selected Norman S. Wright, Ph.D., to serve as president and
chief executive officer of the college following a national search. Wright has been serving as the institution’s interim president since July 2021
and will assume full-time responsibilities in February.

“The Noorda College of Osteopathic Medicine is fortunate to have someone with Dr. Wright’s unique set of skills and experience as its next
president,” said Francis Gibson, chair of the board of trustees of the college. “Dr. Wright’s strong business acumen together with his experience
within the local community and in higher education will be incredibly valuable as the college continues its path to becoming a leader in medical
education in Utah.” 

The president is a crucial appointment in the senior executive administration that will lead the college forward in engaging local, regional and
national communities in building awareness and support for the osteopathic profession, the school and its medical students as they pursue
residency placements.

“I am deeply honored to have been chosen to lead the Noorda College of Osteopathic Medicine at such a critical time in higher education,” said
Wright. “We are at a crossroads where old models no longer meet the needs of today’s digitally savvy students who are curious, capable, and
committed to harnessing knowledge for the betterment of their communities. I am excited to work together with the Board, students, faculty, staff,
and our community as we transform medical education in the service of our community.”

The board-appointed Presidential Search Committee began the search process in September. The 14-member committee—with representation
from faculty, professional staff, administrative support staff, students, the Board of Trustees and the community—recommended two finalists to
the Board whose final decision was then ratified by the Noorda Medical School Board.

Wright is the current dean of the Woodbury School of Business at Utah Valley University, a position he has held since 2010. During his time as
dean, the business school has added graduate degree programs, raised $75 million in funding for a new facility, added support for women and
Latinx students, extended ties with the Utah business community, and systematically helped students put theory into practice through industry
consulting projects. Prior to his appointment as dean, Wright held various leadership roles with start-up and young business schools in the
Middle East and Africa as well as numerous consultancy projects around the globe.

Wright graduated with honors from Brigham Young University with a degree in economics and a Master of Public Administration degree. He
went on to earn Master of Arts and Ph.D. degrees from The Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania.
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