
Interoperability Efforts Towards New Platform Members and TEFCA Alignment

 

The CommonWell Health Alliance recently announced significant updates to its health data exchange platform, including the integration of new
features and the inclusion of new members. These advancements follow its commitment to the Trusted Exchange Framework and Common
Agreement (TEFCA), a national initiative to ensure secure, efficient, and standardised healthcare data sharing across providers. As one of seven
qualified health information networks (QHINs) under TEFCA, CommonWell is expanding its reach and improving healthcare interoperability,
benefiting over 36,000 healthcare providers and millions of patients across the U.S.
 

Enhanced Capabilities of the CommonWell Platform

CommonWell's upgraded platform is built in collaboration with ELLKAY, a vendor specialising in healthcare interoperability. The updated system
enhances the secure exchange of patient data across a growing network of healthcare providers, ensuring compliance with national standards
set by TEFCA. The new platform introduces more efficient workflows, better integration, and improved onboarding processes for healthcare
organisations adopting the service. One notable improvement is its security infrastructure, now certified by HITRUST, a gold standard for
protecting sensitive health data. These upgrades ensure smoother communication between different health information systems, making it easier
for healthcare providers to access crucial patient data when and where it is needed.
 

Among the first members to go live with the updated platform are athenahealth, ModuleMD, and Solace Health, all key players in healthcare IT.
Their participation helps ensure that health information exchange is faster and more reliable across the various networks and health systems.
This step supports CommonWell’s ongoing goal of improving care coordination and access to vital health data.
 

Expanding Membership and Network Reach

In tandem with its platform enhancements, CommonWell has continued to grow its membership, further expanding its network of healthcare
providers. Three new members, AxiomEHR, Nightingale Technology, and RXTrail, have recently joined the alliance, reflecting the organisation's
steady growth. Since its inception in 2013, CommonWell has expanded from six founding members to more than 70 members, now connecting
over 36,000 provider organisations. This rapid expansion demonstrates the alliance’s success in creating a scalable, interoperable healthcare
network.
 

In addition to expanding its membership, CommonWell has facilitated the exchange of more than 7.7 billion health records supporting over 238
million patients. By linking more providers and improving data exchange capabilities, the alliance is contributing to nationwide efforts to make
patient information more accessible, leading to better-informed medical decisions and improved patient outcomes.
 

Aligning with TEFCA and Nationwide Interoperability Efforts

The recent platform upgrades and membership growth are occurring as CommonWell aligns itself more closely with TEFCA, a federally-backed
initiative designed to standardise and expand health information exchange across the United States. TEFCA was developed in response to the
21st Century Cures Act, aiming to create a unified and secure framework for health data exchange. CommonWell, a TEFCA-qualified network, is
positioning itself as a critical player in this nationwide effort.
 

Moreover, CommonWell’s collaboration with Carequality—a separate but complementary interoperability initiative—further strengthens its reach.
Carequality, which links more than 45 networks and over 50,000 clinics and hospitals, is also moving toward alignment with TEFCA. Both
organisations have been exchanging data for years, and their ongoing cooperation could pave the way for an even broader, more seamless
exchange of patient data in the future. The alignment of these two initiatives marks a crucial step toward achieving nationwide interoperability,
helping ensure that health data is easily accessible to providers regardless of location or system.
 

Conclusion

CommonWell Health Alliance's recent advancements, including its enhanced platform and alignment with TEFCA, represent a significant leap
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forward for healthcare interoperability in the United States. By expanding its network and improving its capabilities, the alliance is working toward
making critical health information readily available, thereby improving patient outcomes and healthcare efficiency. As the organisation continues
to grow and align with other interoperability initiatives like Carequality, it is poised to play a key role in the nationwide effort to create a more
connected and accessible healthcare system. With TEFCA’s framework guiding these efforts, the future of healthcare data exchange looks
promising for providers and patients alike.
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