
How to Strengthen Global Health to Tackle Interconnected Crises

 

As world leaders gather for the United Nations General Assembly in New York, the focus on the interconnected crises facing humanity is
undeniable. Key events, such as the high-level meeting on antimicrobial resistance and the Summit of the Future, emphasise the urgency of
addressing these issues. The ongoing challenges, including climate change, conflict, and rising health inequities, are deeply intertwined with
global health. Lessons from the fight against HIV, tuberculosis (TB), and malaria show that investing in global health is critical to creating a safer
and more stable world. Now, more than ever, a coordinated effort is needed to build resilient health systems and address the root causes of
today’s crises.

 

The Success of Global Health Partnerships

The Global Fund partnership has played a pivotal role in the fight against HIV, TB, and malaria. Since its establishment in 2002, this
collaboration between governments, civil society, and the private sector has made significant strides. Over the past two decades, 65 million lives
have been saved, with the death rates from these diseases reduced by 61%. These reductions have made a substantial contribution to global life
expectancy and the overall health of communities, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. The battle against these diseases has led to
improved well-being and economic stability, as healthier populations can work, study, and contribute to their societies.Beyond reducing mortality,
the Global Fund's work has fostered broader benefits. For example, in 2023, its investments in HIV care helped free up 174 million
hospitalisation days, saving billions of dollars and creating opportunities to tackle other health priorities. The impact of these investments reaches
far beyond health systems; they also promote economic development and social cohesion by reducing the burden on healthcare infrastructures
and supporting more equitable societies.

 

The Challenges of Interconnected Crises

While the fight against HIV, TB, and malaria has made incredible progress, current global challenges threaten to reverse these gains. Climate
change is one of the most significant threats to global health, exacerbating poverty, displacing communities, and increasing the spread of
infectious diseases. Rising temperatures, for instance, have contributed to the spread of malaria to new regions, complicating efforts to control
the disease. Similarly, conflict and political instability disrupt healthcare systems, making it harder to deliver essential services to those most in
need.Another growing threat is antimicrobial resistance (AMR), which undermines the effectiveness of life-saving treatments for common
infections and diseases like HIV, TB, and malaria. As resistance to antibiotics and other medicines rises, the progress made over decades is at
risk. These interconnected crises require a robust and coordinated global response to maintain and build upon the achievements of the past.

 

Investing in Innovation and Equity

To address the urgent threats posed by climate change, AMR, and other global health challenges, ramping up investments in healthcare
innovation and equitable access to medical advancements is vital. The Global Fund has developed strategies to ensure that innovations in
biomedical science reach those who need them most at an affordable cost. This market-shaping approach aims to reduce the time it takes for
new treatments to become widely available, helping to save lives and strengthen health systems worldwide.In addition to increasing investments
in innovation, efforts must be made to dismantle barriers to health access. Political will and leadership are crucial in addressing human rights and
gender-related obstacles that prevent vulnerable populations from receiving the care they need. Without addressing these underlying issues, the
world will struggle to meet the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) of ending HIV, TB, and malaria by 2030. By prioritising equity and scaling
up global health initiatives, we can create a future where health systems are resilient in the face of evolving challenges.

 

Conclusion

The discussions at the United Nations General Assembly present a unique opportunity to accelerate progress in global health. By investing in
the fight against HIV, TB, and malaria, the international community can make significant strides toward achieving the SDGs and building a
healthier, more equitable world. Strengthening health systems and addressing the root causes of current global crises will ensure that future
generations are better prepared to face emerging threats. With bold action and international cooperation, we can end the devastating impact of
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these diseases and create a safer, more stable global society for all.
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