
Dr. Michael Taylor joins Texas Children's Hospital and Baylor College of Medicine

Neurosurgeon and molecular biologist will focus on medulloblastoma and ependymoma research

Texas Children's Hospital and Baylor College of Medicine  are proud to welcome Dr. Michael Taylor, esteemed molecular biologist and CPRIT
Scholar, as the Director of the Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Research Program at Texas Children's Hospital and at Baylor College of Medicine .
Taylor will also remain clinically active as a pediatric neurosurgeon in the Division of Neurosurgery, Department of Surgery, at Texas Children's
Hospital.

"I am thrilled to welcome Dr. Taylor, a world-renowned physician, neurosurgeon and researcher, to Texas Children's," said Mark A. Wallace,
President and CEO of Texas Children's. "His extensive experience and passion for brain cancer research will be a tremendous asset to our team
and will strengthen our ability to provide the very best care to childhood cancer patients in Texas, throughout the nation and worldwide."

As the director of the transformational pediatric neuro-oncology research program, Taylor will lead a team of investigators dedicated to pursuing
novel therapies for particularly difficult-to-treat pediatric brain tumors, including medulloblastoma and ependymoma.

"Throughout my career, I have been inspired by the cancer research taking place at Texas Children's, and I am honored to be joining this
collaborative, cutting-edge team," said Taylor. "While I am dedicated to curing medulloblastoma and ependymoma, most of all, I look forward to
continuing my research into preventing these aggressive cancers. My vision is that no family ever has to face this devastating diagnosis."

Taylor's research will take place within Texas Children's Cancer and Hematology Center, one of the largest pediatric cancer and hematology
centers in the United States and consistently ranked among the best in the nation by U.S. News & World Report.

"Dr. Taylor's research into treating and preventing rare, aggressive and recurrent pediatric brain tumors is a wonderful addition to our program,
and we are so excited to welcome him to our team," said Dr. Susan Blaney, Director of Texas Children's Cancer and Hematology Center and
Division Chief of Pediatric Hematology-Oncology at Baylor College of Medicine . "I have no doubt that Dr. Taylor and his laboratory will enhance
and accelerate our mission to cure childhood cancer."

Within the Neurosurgery division, Taylor will continue his work as a clinical neurosurgeon. In 2022, Texas Children's Hospital's pediatric
neurosurgery division was ranked #2 in the nation by U.S. News & World Report and is a national and international destination for world-class,
innovative, high quality and attentive neurosurgical care for children. With Dr. Taylor's arrival, Texas Children's Neurosurgery is now the largest
and remains one of the most active pediatric neurosurgery teams in the nation, with very high surgical volumes, especially in pediatric brain and
spinal tumor, epilepsy and fetal surgery.  Just over a decade ago, Texas Children's was the first hospital in the world to use real-time MRI-
guided thermal imaging and laser technology to destroy lesions in the brain that cause epilepsy and uncontrollable seizures, and experts here
pioneered groundbreaking fetoscopic spina bifida repair.  It is also one of the few pediatric centers with focused ultrasound technology, and is
the first children's hospital to be designated as a pediatric skull base multidisciplinary team of distinction.

"I am very proud to welcome Dr. Taylor to our special neurosurgical team," said Dr. Howard Weiner, Chief of Neurosurgery at Texas Children's
Hospital and Professor and Vice Chair of Neurosurgery at Baylor College of Medicine . "He is a widely recognized international leader in pediatric
brain tumor research and will be a huge addition to our team. We are so impressed by Dr. Taylor's expertise and sincere dedication to the
patients he cares for, and I look forward to working closely with him."
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Prior to joining Texas Children's, Taylor was a professor in the Department of Surgery at the University of Toronto and a principal investigator in
the Arthur and Sonia Labatt Brain Tumour Research Centre at The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. He earned his medical degree from
the University of Western Ontario  and his Ph.D. from the University of Toronto/Ontario, and he completed his fellowship in pediatric neurosurgery
and neuro-oncology at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
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