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Commission Tackles Health Inequalities in the EU

The European Commission has announced a series of actions to help Member States and other actors tackle the gaps in health which exist
between and within countries in the EU. Despite increased prosperity and overall improvements in health in the EU, health differences between
and within countries persist and in some cases are increasing. Difference in life expectancy at birth between Member States reach up to 8 years
for women and 14 years for men.

The Commission initiative identifies action for improving knowledge on this issue, better monitoring and data collection, more assessment of how
EU policies can tackle health inequalities and work with countries, regions and stakeholders. The EU will support Member States and
stakeholders to identify what works best and how to put this into practice. It will produce regular statistics and report on the size of inequalities in
the EU and on successful strategies to reduce them. It will help countries to use EU funds to improve health of the worst off and narrow health
gaps between regions — such as primary care facilities, water and sanitation and housing renewal. A first report on progress will be produced in
2012.

For more information, please visit:
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